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aud when it appears . euident 
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lian, when Religion in ge- 
| neral is onthe declining hand, 
5 zo he 


tumely means, may prove very 


fo common, and thar it is prattiſed ſo fre- 


 quenttyevenin Courts of Juarcature, to 


. Shedefiance of 
both of the 


tice it ſelf, and contempt = 
ume and human Laws at 
once ; I could not but have ſome hopes 


that this brief collection of what hath 
been wrote by ſom? of our late judicious 


1 and 


DEDICATION. 


and learned Divines, to gether with ſome 
additions from other hands, might be 
ſome way uſeful towards the flemmin g 
that tide of irreligion an n 
which in that kind, as well as in ma 
others, are grown ſo bare faced, _ 
are ſo very prevailing amongſt us at this 
time in the Nation. Aud from => 
greatly valuable character which you 


Lordſhip, I believe, ſo juſtly bears ; 


the moſs ſober, and judicious part of the * 


Nation, that have had the honour and | 
happinef to be beſt acquainted with out. 


Lordſhip, it is not without great encou- 


ragement and ſatisfaftion, that this 
 ſmalleſſay is laid at your Lordſhip's feet, | 
whoſe countenance and patronage 1 be- 34 
eve it may be aſſured of, ſo far as it is | 
any way lilely to be ſerviceable to pro- 
mote the publick welfare ; and I am not | 
without ſome hopes hikewiſe, that your | 
| Lordſhip's countenance of ſuch an at- 


ES 


" tempt as this, may encourage a more,, 


compleat and accurate performance of 


this nature, from 4 more pointe and 2 
_ ble hand. | 
* However what is done here, „I can, 


1 hope, 


AY 


| DEDICATION. 
I hope, faithfully and truly ſay, is with 
a ſmcere and unfeigned deſire that it 
may be uſeful, and I cannot but that hope 
it may, (thro the bleſſing of God) in ſome 
meaſure attam that end that is deſigned 
by it ; and alſo that the ſorife and grow- 
ing. ſin of common and profane ſwearmg, 
that abounds ſo much im this Nation, and 
hath ſogreat atendency to the ſin of Per- 
jury, may meet with ſome diſcourage- 


| © ment hereby, and have a timely check 


and flop put to it. And as I muſt freely 
acknowledge it to be my duty by all re- 
gular and proper means, fanhfully to 
| endeavour it, in that ſtation which I have 
| rhe honour to be placed in; ſo I ſhall 
| » hearttly rejoyce if it may by any ſuch 
| © ſuitable and proper means be ſuppreſs d, 
(together with all other kinds of vice, 
| emmorality, and profaneſs) by the hands 
F all in their ſeveral places, that are 
entruſted with the execution of theſe Laus, 
| . zhat have been provided againſt them ; 
| when the more gentle methods (that may 
| be uſed) prove meſſettual; and as his 
| Majeſty hath been pleaſed to ſignify this 
fo many ways, to be his pleaſure and 


com- 


DEDICATION. | 
command, fo 1 am fully perſuaded, it 
will End all due encouragement from your 


Lor all 1 and I 2 
42 tn your Lordiſhip's cauti- 


Pom are ſo 
laſting bleſſing to his Majeſty andthe Na- 
tion, which 1s the unfergned and hearty 


ae fire of 


My Loxp, y 4:2: 


ow Lordſhip s ns bumble 


and obedient Ss,” 


ming long mm that honourable flatron which 
fly placed in, as @ great and © 


. . 1 


1 — 


other 


YC = — of the gullt that is 10 fie- 
quently contracted by it; and yet withal 


the unaccountable ſlightneſs, and regardleſſneſs 
that appears ſo evidently in many perſons, when 


they are about to take an oath, which is too com- 
monly to be obſerved in all places, and eſpeci- 


ally in Courts of Judicature, (to the defiance of 


juſtice, and of authority it ſelf) as well as in 
places: It will, I hope, be a ſuffici- 
cient apology for ſuch an undertaking as this, 


* to juſtify the publication of what I have here 
collected 


upon that head, on this ſubject, and 


excuſe the meanneſs of the performance, it being 
upon the accounts before mentioned, that the 
author has been encouraged to add his mite, 
towards the ſtemming of that tide of W 
an 


(2) 
and prophaneſs, and as far as poſſible, (by ſuch 
means as were in his power) to endeavour to 
put a ſtop to ſo pernicious a practice: And not 
without ſome hopes alſo that it may (being a 
ſubje& at ſuch a time as this, ſo very ſcaſonable, 
and of ſo great importance to the publick wel- 


fare) be undertaken and treated on more co- 


piouſly (as the matter ſo well deſerves) by a 
more able hand. What is attempted here, is 
chicfly to contract, and collect as clearly and 
fully as might well be done, in ſo ſmall a tract 
as this is deſigned to be, the ſenſe of ſome of 


our late Divines, who have wrote very lately on 
this ſubje&, whoſe learning and judgment will, 


hope, leave no room for cenſure, and I could 


not think, that what they have wrote could be bet- 


ter expreſs d than in their own words, in which 
the greateſt part of what is contained in this fol- 


lowing collection, is expreſs d: And, not to in- 
fiſt here upon the miſtake of ſome, who (from 


thoſe words of our bleſſed Lord, in Matth. v. 


34. where he ſays, Swear not at all;) have ap- 


prehended that all manner of ſwearing is ut- 
terly forbidden to Chriſtians under the Goſpel ; 
(that caſe having been before ſo fully cleared, 
both from the nature of ſuch an oath, and by 


comparing this with other parts of the Scripture, 


c. upon which the judgment of many ſound 


and orthodox Chriſtians, in all ages, probably _ 
have been grounded.) Suppoling therefore it 
was never the intention of our bleſſed Lord, in 
theſe words utterly to forbid all ſwearing what- 
ever, as ſimply and abſolutely unlawful ; but 


that on the contrary, an oath being in its own 
- -.- Ro 


ll 
i 


Lal 
nature nothing elſe but an appeal to God, for 
the truth of what we ſay, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, whenever it is duly and regularly taken, 
to be ſuch an act of religious worſhip, as Ps | 
which the honour and authority of the great 
God are eminently advanced; inaſmuch, as 3 
calling of God to witneſs, in all places, and upon 
all ſuitable occaſions, we confeſs him to be e- 
very where preſent ; to know and obſerve all that 
is tranſacted and done by us; to be the ſearcher 
of the heart; that he is alſo moſt true and faith- 
ful himſelf, and a moſt juſt, righteous, and pow 


erful avenger of all treachery, falſhood, 56,7 de- 


| > ccitfulneſs, in others; and by all this we do ma- 


| nifeſtly declare, and magnify his divine perfecti- 

1 ons; and ſhew to all the de World, what a ſenſe 

we have of his goodneſs, greatneſs, and of his 

other Attributes. And hence it may be, that the 

great God hath evermore reſerved this as a pro- 
per Þ part of that worſhip, which is due to him 

elf only, and might not be given to any other: 
He bets. iy len the Fews no more to ſerve 


F him, than to ſwear by his Name, and when in 


procels of time they to ſwear by any o- 
ther, he has gricyouſly reſented that affront, and 
been pleaſed ſeverely to puniſh them for it. Deut. 
vi. 13. x. 20. Exod. xxili. 13. Foſs. xxiii. 7, 8. 
Jer. v. 7. Hoſ. iv. 15. Amos viii. 14. 
And this being the caſe of an Oath, when 
duly and regularly taken, (as an act of religious 
worſhip of God) and as ſuch, honourable to 
him, as well as uſcful to mankind, what reaſon 


can be given that our Saviour ſhould deſign the 


utter aboliſhing of it? there bcing nothing 
= therein 


(4) 
therein unworthy of that religion, which he 
came to eſtabiſh in the world. 

For indeed what practice is there upon which 
the peace, and welfare, and ſecurity of mankind 
doth more depend, than upon the ſcrious and 


ſacred uſe of an oath? It is this unites men in- 


to ſociety with each other, ſecures to the magi- 


- ftrate the obedience and help of the people; 


and to the people the careful and regular go- 
vernment of the magiſtrate. It is upon this af- 


ſurance, that is given thereby, that the greateſt 


affairs of life amongſt men in the world are tranſ- 
ated, the eſtates and poſſeſſions of men are 
maintained, and juſtice it ſelf upheld and pre- 
ſerved: By this means evil doers are corrected, 


vrongs and injuries are redreſſed, and right is duly | 


adminiſtred. Having this aſſurance of mens truth 


thoſe whom they never ſaw before, of whoſe 


Integrity they can have no other ſecutity, even 


in matters of the greateſt weight and impor- 


rance, and having this, can defire no better; 
and in ſhorr, how great a confuſion, what i- 
ſuperable miſchief would the affairs and inte- 


reſts of men, here in the world, be continually 


liable to, (the treachery and diſtruſt of human 
nature conſidered, ) if by ſuch means as theſe it 


was not prevented, without ſuch a tie as this 


upon the conſciences of men, and a very ſeri- 
ous and awful regard to the obligation that theß 
ey take> What in- 


are laid under by the oaths th 
expreſſible injury would men by this fin of Per- 
jury bring upon themſelves, and what an unavoid- 
able miſchief would be done to others by it, as 


4 often 


and fidelity, perſons are enabled to treat with 


oſten as the perſon guilty of it ſhall appreh 


(#3 


end 


it any way to promote his intereſt to forſwear 


himſelf, and that he may hope to do it with- 
2 out the danger of puniſhment for ſuch a wicked- 
nei 
It is nothing leſs than a conſcientious ſenſe of 
duty towards God, us always to per- 
form what is right and equal towards thoſe that 


we have any dealings with, and which is quick- 
ned by hope of reward in doing our duty, and 


an awful fear either of preſent or future puniſh- 
ment from him, if we dare to diſregard and to 


+ | = a contrary to it: That is the great ligament 


and prop of ſociety amongſt men, which up- 


holds the ſafety, peace, and welfare of it, S 
both; yielding a juſt regard to laws, by thoſe 


that are under them; and in diſpenſing juſtice, 
in diſcharging truſts, in keeping contracts, and 


holding good correſpondence mutually thereby; 
and in = men ever adventure to ſer aſide the 


principle of our holy religion, no worldly con- 


ſideration is ſtrong enough, to hold men faſt, to 


diſpoſe them to do right, and to be faithful to 
their engagements any farther, than cither appe- 


tite, orintereſt, or humour, (things very ſlippe- 
ry and uncertain) do prevail and ſway them. 


It is not to be doubted therefore, how much | 


conducing the proviſion that has been made by 
our municipal Laws, againſt the ſin of Perjury, 


(if duly — would be to the publick wel- 


fare; conſidering how great an influence the te- 


ſtimony of a perſon under the ſanction of an 


Oath, has always been reckoned to have, both 


B 2 in 


(6) 


in the Affairs of government, and in all other ; 


caſcs of more private concern. 


agglavations, which it is in a more eſpecial 
and particular manner attended with; it is 
- neceffary to obſerve and conſider the ſolemn 
nature of an Oarh; and what it is we do when- 


ever ve take i it, and which, on all thoſe ac- 


counts, requires the greateſt awe, confideration, 
and ſeriouſneſs when we are about to do it. It 


is (as ĩs phraſed in the Deealogue, and elſewhere 
in rhe holy Scripture,) an aſſuming the great and 
glorious power of God, and applying of it to 
this purpoſe, to m the truth of what we 
are about to ſay, to promiſe, or aſſert before 


him, Exod. xx. 7. Prov. xxx. 9. 


Tei is an invocation of God, as a moſt faith- 


ful witneſs concerning the certainty of our 


words, arid the ſincerity of our 3 in them, i 


Gen. XXXIi. 50. 


It is an appealing to God, as an all-ſeeing, 
and a moſt upright Judge of what we ſay, whe- 
ther we dare to prevaricate in aſſerting what we 


do not believe to be true, or in promiſing what 


we are not firmly reſolved to —— Gen. 
XXXIi. 55. 1 Sam. xxiv. 15. 


It is alſo a formal engagement of God, (if 


ve prove falſe or perfidious in it) to be the a- 
venger of our thus adventuring on ſuch a falf- 


hood, in violation of the truth of what we aſ⸗ 
ſert, or the ſincerity of what we promiſe by it, 


Kings vii. 31, 32. and ii. 23, this the a, 1 
[99 


Now that the heinous nature of this fin of 
Perjury may be duly weighed, with the ſeveral 


\ 


ſhould regard and perform ſo ſolemn a vow, and 


devotion towards God, in the due 
 whicreof we do avow him for the true God and 


S. ſincerity, and chaſtizing perſidiouſneſs; his be- 


[So help me, O God) in the cloſe of the Oath 
that is taken, plainly import. And laftly, * 
It is a conſenting and binding our ſouls ina 
moſt ſtrict and ſolemn obligation, to anſwer it 
before him, and to undergo the iſſue of his 


judgment, about: what we ſhall rhus Gare to af- 
firm, Numb. xxx. 2. ts 


Such is the nature of an Oath, 2s it is ; repre- 


ſented to us in the holy Scripture, and from 


hence we muſt neceſſarily infer the great ſolem- 
nity of it, whenever we are called to take it ; 
with what ſerious conſideration and compoſed- 
gels of ſpirit, we ſhould weigh every article of 


it; and with what ſolicitouſneſs and care, (na- 


ving once opened our mouths and ſworn) we 


ement as we are b 


under by it: We 


muſt conſider, that whenever ſuch an Oath is re- 
 gularly taken by us, it is (agreeably to its nature) 
_ repreſented in the holyScripture (as was obſerved 


before) as a ſpecial part of religious worſhip or 
performance 


Governour of the world; we ſolemnly acknow- 
ledge his principal attributes, and ſpecial prero- 


gatives and perfections, infinitely above any of 
his creatures; his omnipreſence, and omniſci- 


ence, extending it ſelf to our moſt inward 
thoughts, and our moſt ſecret purpoſes ; we ac- 


knowledge in it, his watchful Providence over 


all our actions, affairs and concerns; and his 
faithful goodneſs, in favouring truth, and pro- 
tecting right; his exact jultice, in patronizing 


ing 


(8) 
ing ſupreme Lord over all perſons, and Judge 
paramount in all cauſes z his readineſs in our 
need, our. tiumble imploration and refe- 
rence to undertake the arbitration of matters 
controverted ;' and the care of adminiſtring 
juſtice for the maintenance of truth and right, of 
Joyalty and fidelity; of order and peace among 
men; and it alſo intimates a faithful and — 

truſt and confidence in God. 
Such things a ſerious Oath doth i imply, 10 
fach purpoſes ſwearing. naturally ſerveth; and 
therefore to ſignify, or effect them, the divine 


inſtitution hath appointed it. 


The goedneſs of God to ſuch ends as theſe, 


hat been pleaſed tolend us his great Name; al- 
ing (whenever we are in any caſe duly called 
to Sh 1 a witneſs, to have recourſe 
to his bar, to engage his juſtice and power, when- 
ever the cafe deſerveth and requireth it, or when 
we cannot by other means well aſſure the truth 


and ſincerity of our meaning, to the full ſatisfac. ' 


tion of others; the certainty of what we aflert, 
and of the evidence we give, Heb. vi. 16. For 


men verily ſwear by the greater, and an Oath 


* confirmation is to put an end to all ſtrife. 
And in ſuchexigencies he doth exact this prac- 


tice from us, as an inſtance of our religious con- 


fidence in him, and as a ſervice conducible to 


ral nature, and of eternal obligation, Th 
halt fear the Lord thy God; bim ſbait thou 
ſerve, and to hym ſhalt thou cleave, and ſhalt 
ſwear by his name, Deut. x. 20. and vi. 13. It 
ite charter of a religious man, to {wear with 

due 


his glory; for it is a precept in his law, of mo- 


T people, Jeremiah xil; 16. And "| it is 


. 


due reverence and i tneſs. For the King 
(faith the P/a/miſt) ſhall rejoyce in God; every 
one that ſtweareth by him ſhall glory, but the 
mouth of them that ſpeak lies ſhall be ſtopped: 
It is a diſtinguiſhing mark of God's people, ac- 
cording to "3 of 85 prophet Jeremiah, And 
it ſhall come to paſt, if they will diligently 

learn the ways of my people, to ſwear by my. 
name, then ſhall they they be built im ths midſe .of my 
predicted 
e ſha ev begue, a; 

24 that he who ee? himſelf in * £ 


1 L elf by the God of truth; 1 


that fweareth'm the earth, ſhall five by the 
Sued e, truth, Ha. xlv. 23. and Ixv. 1 6. 5 
As therefore all other acts of regions worſhip 
and devotion, wherein ymmediate application is 
made to the divine Majeſty, ſhould never be per- 
formed but with the moſt hearty i intention, moſt 


1 


verence: So neither ſhould this grand one; 
wherein God is ſo nearly touched, and his chief 
Attributes ſo much concern d; and which; 
wheneycr it is done, doth involve in it the acts 

both of prayer and praiſe; and onght to be ſo 
performed by us, as that we may not incur thar 

_ reproof, Mat. xv. 8. This draweth nigh 
unto me with their month, and honoureth me 


* with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 


» * 


And that when we ſeem moſt formally to a- 
vow God, to confeſs his omniſcience, to con- 
. in his juſtice, we do not (without ſuch an 
2 apprehenſion of his infinite majeſty and 


greatnels, 


ſcrions conſideration, moſt folemn and lowly re 


( 10 ) 
greatneſs, ot by any diſregard at ſuch a time) in 
effect ſignify, as if we did not really think it our 
ſelves, ot that he takes notice of what we ſay, 
or minds what we do. 

F arther, whenever we offer this 8 we 
ſhould do it in the manner that is appointed by 
himſelf, and according to. the conditions, re- 
ſcribed by him in the Prophet Jer. iv. 2. Thou 
Halt ſwear the Lord liveth, in truth, in jude- 
ment, in righteouſneſs : In truth, taking heed 
that our meaning be conformable to the ſenſe of 
the words that we ſpeak ; and our words to the 
yerity and truth of things. In judgment, ha- 


ving with carcfub deliberation examined and 


weighed that we aſſert or promiſe ; and n righ- 
reouſneſs , being ſatisfied in conſcience, that 
ve do not therein infringe any rule of. piety to- 


wards God, of equity towards men, or of ſo- | 


L briety, and diſcretion in regard to our ſelves. 
0 cauſe. of our ſwearing 


neſt and uſeful to conſiderable purpoſes (tending 
to God's honour, our neighbour's benefit, or 
our own: welfare) the matter of ſuch an Oath 
ſhould be juſt and lawful, but worthy and weigh- 
ty; the manner ought to be grave and ſolemn, 
our mind being framed to earneſt attention, and 
affected with an awful ſenſe of the Divine pre- 
ſence ſuitable to the occaſion. But otherwile, 
if we engage in ſo ſolemn a work, without duc 
advice and care, without much reſpect and awe, 
upon any ſlight or vain (not to ſay unlawful) oc- 
caſion, we make our ſelves guilty of prophaning 
$ moſt . ordinance; boldly invading and 
| Vain 


muſt be needful, 
ar very expedient ; the deſign of it muſt be ho- 


Err) 


vainly trifling with one of the moſt auguſt and 
eng duties of religion. 

But to do it falſly, to carry on any deſigns of 
our own by it, orof any other perſon, without 
an awful and due regard to the truth of what we 
affirm or deny; muſt be not only horridly to 
prophanc the ſacredneſs of an Oath, but to fly di- 
reQly in the face of the moſt adorable Majeſty of 
God, and thereby to bid defiance to damnation 
it ſelf; and when once men are become ſo deep- 
ly rooted in impiety as to be able to do this, what 

is there left to reſtrain them from the higheſt 


5 


ligion which IF do in 1 to which, if ever 
their paſſions, or their intereſts ſhould by any an- 


ſweradle temptation prompt them, it might be 
feared they ſhould be too eaſily led to. 
If therefore we have any regard to Gods glo- 


* | ty, if any concern for our own ſouls, let 


perſuade us to keepat the greateſt diſtarice that we 
poſſibly can from this fin of Perjury, fo offen- 
tive to hed one, and ſo dangerous and deſtructive 
to the other. 
It is therefote very heceſſary, i in the next place, 
to be conſidered what it is for a perſon thus to for- 
ſwear himſelf, and how many ways he may be 
capable of ſo doing, having in ſo ſolemn a man- 
ner called (as has been obſerved before) the all- 
ſeeing and heart ſearching God to be a witneſs : 
for us, and appealed to him for the truth of what 
we are about to ſpeak, as the higheſt confirmati- 
on we are capable of giving to it, what a ſolemn 
C regard 


a 6 
regard we ought to have thereto : Now the 
truths which we may be called upon by this 
means to confirm, may relate either to what is 


paſt; as when we affirm a thing either to be, or 


not to be; to have been done, or not done; in 
ſuch a manner, or with ſuch circumſtances, or 


otherwiſe : or it may relate to ſomewhat yet to 


come; as when we oblige our ſelves to do ſuch 


a thing, or not to do it; and that under ſuch 
conditions, or without them, (as the nature 


of our engagement may be:) The former of 
| theſe is uſually called an aſſertory; the latter, 
a promiſſory Oath ; and becauſe a perſon may 
divers ways forſwear himſelf in each of theſe, if 
he hath not a due care to prevent it, it will be 


neceſſary diſtinctly to conſider, what are the ge- 


neral and moſt common ways, by which we 
may be moſt likely to contract ſuch a guilt upon 


our ſelves, in either of them. 
1. Firſt then, in the caſe of an aſſertory 


Oath, ſuch as are moſt uſually taken, in caſes of 


differences between one and Bip tes 3 that per- 


ſon forſwears himſelf, who ſwears to the truth 
of any fact, which at the ſame time he either 


certainly knows to be falſe, or docs not know to 


de true: As for example, that ſuch or ſuch a 
thing was done, by ſuch or ſuch a perſon ; which 55 
at the ſame time, he either knows that perſon 20 
did not do, or has no ſufficient evidence to move 
him to believe that he did doit; for this being 
a downright lye in the aſſertion, muſt needs be- 
come a Perjury, by the addition of an Oath to it. 


And here it matters not whether the perſon 
certainly knows what he ſwears to be falſe; it 


. F 
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is. enough that he does not know it to be true ; 
nay, ſhould it happen to be true, yet if he 
thought it to have been otherwiſe, and yet ſwore 
to the truth of it, he forſwore himſelf : Nor 
will his miſtake at all contribute to the excuſing 
his Perjury in the fight of God. Again, a per- 
ſon may forſwear himſelf, not only by ſwearing 
that which is altogether untrue, but by prevari- 
cating in any the leaſt circumſtances of what he 
delivers, and confirms with an Oath. 

As for inſtance, if he ſwears to a matter, as 


certain, of which he has only a probable aſſu- 


rance: If he affirm thar upon his own know- 
ledge, which he has received only upon the cre- 
dit of ſome other perſon ; if he adds any thing 


to what he relates, or willingly conceals any 


thing that may give light, or weight to, or in 
any other circumſtance, that notably affects the 


matter to which he ſwears; in all theſe and the 


like caſes, he who knowingly and deſignedly 


prevaricates, or otherwiſe departs, willingly but 


in the leaſt tittle from the truth of what he deli- 


vers, forſwears himſelf, tho what he ſays, in the 
main, be never ſo true: In ſhort, he who will 
ſwear with a good conſcience, in any Oath of 
this kind, muſt firſt duly conſider what he is a- 
bout to ſay; and then muſt proceed according 
to the ſtricteſt meaſures of truth and fidelity in it : 


He muſt neither add to, nor diminiſh from what 
he knows to be the truth, muſt deliver what is 


certain, as certain; what is doubtful, as doubtful ; 


what he knows himſelf, muſt be delivercd, as 


upon his own knowledge; what he has received 
from others, as received from them; and in ſo 
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doing with a due regard to the truth in all, he 
may be certain that he ſhall nor then forſweax 
himſelf, and incurr the guilt of ſuch a ſin. 

2, As for the other kind of Oaths, thoſe which 
relate to fomething ) yet to come, he is to be ac- 
counted, in the firſt place, to forſwear himſelf, 
who ſwears, conſents to, or promiſes upon his 


Oath, to do that, which at the ſame time he 


does not refolve to perform ; and becauſe none 
can be ſuppoſed really to intend to do that, 
which he knows beforehand he cannot do; there- 


fore (2.) He who ſwears to do any thing which 


is apparently beyond his ability, and which he 


cannot but be ſenſible is fo, muſt be reckoned 
to fall under the fame guilt; and to forſwear 
himſelf, as effectually, as if he had directly in- 

tended not to perform, what by that Oath he 
obliged himſelf to do. 


raiſe; and ſo fails of diſchatging it, he muſt 
be look d upon to have been forſworn, not on- 


: ly after ſuch a failure, but from the very firſt 


that he ſwore to do, that which he knew was 


not in his power to perform: Nay, tho by 
any accident afterwards which he did not foreſee, +» 
he ſhould be enabled to make good his promiſe, 


and docs accordingly fulfil it, this would not 


cleat him of having ſworn falſly at the time that 
he made his Oath ; becauſe at Fro time he had 
no proſpect that he ſhould be able, nor could 


conſe- 


Thus, if a trading perſon, ſhall ſo over-reach | 
another, who is a * to his concerns, and 
to gain ſome preſent advantage by it, binds him- 
ſelf by an Oath, to pay a ſum which he neither 

| hath, nor knows which way to find credit to 


j 


| + (his former Oath ſtill continuing to oblige) mult | 
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conſequently really intend to perform his pro- 
miſe. 


3. For that reaſon it will follow alſo, that if 


a man ſwear to do any thing which he knows it 


is not lawful for him to do, he forſwears him- 
ſelf, tho at that time he ſhonld intend to fulfil 


it ; becauſe by ſo doing he obliges himſelf to do, 


that which he knows he 
he act honeſtly can do. - 
Indeed in theſe laſt inſtances, if the cngage- 
ment ſo ſworn to, had neither any known im- 
poſſibility in it, nor was unlawful to be fulfilled, 
at that time when the Oath was made, but by 
"(one following accident (then unknown) be- 
came either impoſſible, or unlawful before tliat 
time it ſhould have been accompliſhed ; in this 
| caſe the perſon who ſwore would be no othet- 
wiſe obliged by his Oath at preſent, than to per- 
form what he engaged to do, ſo far as he is able, 
and it may be lawful for him to do it. But if 


ought not to do, nor if 


+ | + theſe impediments ſhould afterward be remo- 
ved, and the obligation of his Oath ſtill conti- 


nue in force ; he will from thenceforth become 
engaged to a compleat performance of his pto- 
miſe, and will be forſworn, if he ſhall then neg- 
| Ic, or refuſe the fulfilling of it. 

4. By conſequence, he who ſwears to do atiy 
mug contrary to what he had before ſworn to do, 


ſwear falſly, and put himſelf under an abſolute 
_ neceſſity of being forſworn, becauſe both thoſe = 
Oaths that he has taken, cannot poſſibly be per- 
- formed.  - 

But otherwiſe indeed if the Oath firſt lbs 
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be cither in it ſelf unlawful, and as ſuch from 
the beginning of no force; or if the obligation 
of it was founded upon ſuch circumſtances, as 
rendered it valid only for a certain time, and un- 


der ſome certain conditions, and either that 


time is paſſed, or thoſe circumſtances are altered, 


and ſo the rcaſon and foundation of the Oath 


ceaſing, the obligation of it earn together 
with them. 


But if a man ſhould promiſe to do nothing but 


what he is able to perform, and may lawfully 
fulfil, and ſhould truly intend, when he ſwears 


it, to act according to his Oath : Yet if he ſhall 5 
afterward change his mind, or by any culpable 
neglect omit to make good his promiſe, or ren- 


der himſelf thereby uncapable to perform it, in 


he ſhould (and but for his own fault might) 


have performed it, and ſuppoſing ſuch an Oath , | 
not to have been obtained by any. ſuch force or 


fraud, as rendered it void from the beginning; 


and that, being of a private nature, the perſon 
to whom it was made, and who was alone con- 


cerned in the advantage of it, does expect and 


inſiſt upon the performance, it is conſequently 
binding to. him; but if indeed it be by any 
circumſtances void, (as is beforementioned) or 


if the pcrſon to whom it was made, and for 


whoſe ſccurity it was taken, ſhall think fit to re- 
leaſe it; in ſuch. caſe, the perſon who took it, 


will become clear of all obligation by it; and 
not be forſworn, tho he do not fulfil it. 


all theſe caſes he will become perjured by ſuch 
omiſſion of his; not indeed, from the time 
that he took the Oath; but from the time that 


| Ir 


| 4 


[ 


| 
| 
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It will probably be needleſs to add, that he 
who would keep himſelf from the ſin of Per- 


jury and ſwearing falſly, muſt deal clearly and 


openly in all that he ſwears to, and muſt intend 
to be underſtood according to the common and 
natural import of the words in which he ſwears, 
muſt uſe no equivocation, no mental reſervation 
whereby to impoſe upon thoſe to whom he 


ſwears: But muſt account himſelf obliged to do, 


according as his words and actions declared, and 
not think to eſcape with thepretence, of intend- 
ing (while he ſwore with his tongue) to k 
his mind free from being obliged by it, or of ſe- 
cretly diſowning the authority that impoſeth or 
requireth the Oath, or artfully wreſting the 
words of it to a meaning which was never de- 
ſined by thoſe who framed it, and impoſe it. All 
theſe being in truth, ſuch manifeſt prevarications, 
ſo oppoſite to the candour and uprightneſs of a 
ſincere and honeſt man, that the perſon maſt be 


- + deſperately deluded indeed, before he can think 


that he may eſcapethe Sullt of Perſur, by ſuch 


means. 


This one thing farther may be properly add- 
ed, and which indifferently reſpects both the 
kinds of Oaths before mentioned; that as in all 


| theſe cafes, he who neglects to acquit himſelf 


according to the true meaning of what he ſwears, 


| - forſwears himſelf; ſo if he ſhall by any means 


knowingly and purpoſely ſeduce,” perſuade, af- 
fright, or otherwiſe tamper with any other per- 
ſon to forſwear himſelf; he will by his ſo doing 
become partaker in the Perjury ; and render 
himſelf even more guilty (if it can be) than he 
who 


1 
who by the means | ſuch encouragement or in- 
Mole of his, forſwears himſelf. Nay far- 
ther, he who exacts an Oath of another, — 48 
by he either certainly knows, or may reaſonably 
= poſe, that the perſon of whom he requires it 
will yy ana himſelf (being under no other ne- 
ceſſary obligation himſelf to require it of him) 
doth by that means inyolve himſelf, in ſome de- 
gxce, inthe guilt of it, with him who commits 
the Perjury ; 
thereby, is done to God, and of uncharitable- 
neis towards his neighbour's ſoul. From what has 


been ſaid it may appear, what it is for a perſon to 
forſwear himſelf, and how many ways he may” 


be guilty of it. 


ſhew wherein the peculiar malignity of this fin 
doth conſiſt, and this, if the nature of an Oath 


be duly conſidered, muſt needs appear; 
I. In regard of the Majeſty of that God by | 
whom we ſwear; what ſin can ſtrike more direct. 
Iy at that, than this ſin of Perjury, when (be- 
ſides the fin that is deſignedly endeavoured to be 
5 by a falſe Oath) the better to accom- 
Miſh r, the Air ſuch an Oath, 
ren” . and by ſo do- 
E endeavour to entitle him, who is truth it 
, to a part therein, as if he would approve 
of ſuch a villainy, and become in ſome meaſure 
confederate with him in his impicty. 


| This is the true meaning of every wilful Per. 
jury; and what a complication of guilt and wick- 


edneſs then muſt needs be in it, and how great | 
muſt it provoke the judgment of God to avenge | 


it? 


and alſo of that diſhonour which, 


In the next place it may be proper and uſeful to 


| 


( 
it? God is hardly ſo much concerned, or in a 
manner conſtrained (as the learned Dr. Barrow 
obſerves) to puniſh any other fin as this. He 
is bound in honour and intereſt to vindicate his 
name from the abuſe; his authority from the 
cContempt; and his holy ordinance from the 
| profanation which it doth. infer : He is con- 
| cerned to take care that his Providence be not 
| hereby queſtioned, that the dread of his Ma- 
| | jcfty be not lighted and trampled upon, and 
that all religion it ſelf be not overthrown and 
brought into con by the bold and daring 
| commiſſion of this fin with impunity. For 
| the nature of this fin is ſuch, that it immedi - 
ately toucheth his name, it expreſly calleth upon 
him to mind it, to judge it, and to ſhew; himſelf. 
17 mA of it; he r 
I cTCerned, if (being ſo called and provoked) he 

* doth not declare himſelf, and take the matter 

| into his cognizance, it being in ſuch an eſpecial 
+ | manner addreſſed to him; and according to che 
truth of what is ſworn, his help and future fayour 
is deſired of him, (as is plainly intimated in the 
I dloſe of the Oath ʒj) the perſon that thus daringly 
\ | ventures to forſwear himſelf, does importune him 
I to hear, doth dare him to mark, and brave him 
Ido judge and puniſh his wickedneſs; and hence 
8 Deen cath a quick and ineyit- 
| able curſe doth more early or late ſurprize the 
 * perſon that is guilty of this fin, and cuts him off, 
as in the Prophet Zach. v. 34. and no wonder 
- | that ſo many remarkable inſtancesdooccurrin hi- 
: | ftory, of ſignal vengeance inflicted on perſons 
= | notably guiley of this<rime; no wonder that the 
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common practice thereof doth fetch down pub- 
lick judgments, and which upon this very ac- 
count we have at this day, and in this nation, 
| reaſon to fear and todeprecate the iſſue of it, and 
to apprehend the like danger which the Prophets 
of old did formerly proclaim, that becauſe of 
ſwearmg the land mourned, Fer. xxiii. 10. and 
Hoſſ iv. 2, 3. 

2. Farther, if we conſider this fin with re- 
ſpect to men, it is a wilful and deliberate impoſi- 
tion upon the candor and fincerity of the perſon 
who is deceived by it, which to an | 
' temper would eaſily appear bad enough; and uſu _ 
ally the deſign of it is not leſs finful,than common- 
ly the means are that are made uſe of to effect it; 
whilſt the perſon who is to be deceived is alſo 
by virtue of that deceit, unjuſtly and deſignedly | 
 injurd in his eſtate, his reputation, and by variety 
of other ways; nay and it may be to the loſs of 
his very life it ſelf; and this indeed were bad 


enough were the ſin to end here, but it doth not : + | 


It proceeds ſtill farther then, whilſt for the ac- 
compliſhment of this vile purpoſe, the falſe 
 ſwearer doth not only tremble at the thoughts 

of the Divine juſtice, bur flies in the very face of 

it; and recurrs to God, as was ſaid before, both 
for the countenance of his treachery, and for 
the confirmation of the falſhood and lye, by 


which that villainy and injuſtice is to be brought a > 


abour. 

No he that can be fo hardy as to do this, 

muſt either not believe that 4 is any God at 

all, or that he muſt diſclaim his knowledge of, 

and concern for what i is done here below, or & 
— 


N 
| 
; 


1 
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his Oath, more than upon his bare word, but 
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| he acknowledge theſe) muſt be concluded toide- 
| fy his vengeance, for he cannot be ſo far miſtak- 

ing the Divine nature, as to believe that a God 
rr to 
what is falſc, or not avenge himſelf on that man 
who ſhall fo co and wilfully pre- 
ſume to do it. ſuch therefore is the i of 
this fin, as it relates to God, and to our fellow 


we * 

Nor is it any leſs — out Tetven;if 
. very Oath God is appealed to 
as a —————— 
we ſay, but as a moſt juſt and LY rg a 
too, to puniſh us for our falſhood, if it be nor 
true. This is ſo eſſential to the nature of an 
Oath, that without it, all the ſecurity of ſuch an 
appeal would be loft, and the deſign of ſuch an 
cd ＋—9ꝙ for what.xca- 
r 


that he ho ſweareth, and he to whom the Oath 
is made, doth believe that God is thereby made 
the ſurety of what is ſpoken; and will avengt 
both himſelf fitſt, and then the perſon whoſe 
truſt is by this means deceived, upon that man, 
who ſhall be ſo peefunaymnous, 3s by ſwearing 8 
falſly, to abuſe both 

Now this being granted, and which, without 


3 deſtroying all the benefit and intention of an 


Oath, be denied ; it muſt follow that 
there is hardly any fin by which a perſon doth ſo 
directly ſtrixe at and wound his own foul, and 
cut himſelf off from all hope of falvation; as 
by this, nn 
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claim to God's help and mercy ; nay more, he 


deſiresthe.great God who ſees and hears him, fo 
to deal with him as what he ſays is true; that is, 
in other words, to damn and deſtroy him if it be 
not; and what can ſuach a one pretend to, or 

even hope for, at the hands of an infinitely juſt, 
holy, and righteous God, who has already ſo da- 
ringly and wil fully given verdict againſt himſelf, 
and with his own mouth pronounced, or rather 
choſen his own d ? 


©: {This ſcenm to have been the ground of that 


iche af =: 


Commandment which we meet not with in any | 
other; nor can wit ſuppoſe it was added to this, 
without ſome peculiar end in doing of it. Te 
Malt not take the name of the Lord tin Gad in 
um; forthe Lord will not hold bim guiltleſs 
that #aketh his name in vain. He will not hold 
im guileleſs, that is (as the reverend Archbi- 
| ſhop. of Canterbury apprehends it is to be under- 
ood) he will not forgive him, will not treat 
mim with that favour that he will do other ſinners, © 
but will look 
ed-malefator, one whom his own mouth has 
conviſted, and will-puniſh him accordingly ; ſuch 
is the. danger to which this ſin of Perjury would 
expoſe our immortal ſouls : And if we may cſti- 
mati the heincuſneſt of this fin, by the hatred 


which God bears to it, and which he hath mani- 


feſted in his word, we muſt then conclude this to 


be one of the moſt grievous, of any in its own = 


nature, and as we are ſure it is, of all others, in 


aſingular manner odious ta God, * deſtrudtive 
of aur own falyation. 
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upon him as a guilty (elf-condemn- | 


| 


| 


| 


— 


religious worſhip 


nous and deſtruQive nature thereof. 


upon. the — — prophenc 


_ own luſts and 
more direct and ſpecial 
ſtructive and abominable ſin of Perj 
phane and cuſtomary ſwearing ; a ſin ſo very rife, 
and common in our nation, that we 5 
count it one of thoſe ſins for which the land 


God 
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| Having treated of the ſolemn nature and ſa- 
cred uſe of an Oath, when we are duly called to 
take it by a lawful magiſtrate, as it is an act of 

ip of God, and on which -the 
peace, welfare, and ſecurity of men do much de- 
pend, both in the affairs of government, and in 
all other caſcs of men's private concern; and 
what it is for a perſon to forſwear himſelf; and 
how many ways he may be guilty of it: Alſo 
wherein the of this ſin of 
Perjury doth conſiſt, together with the moſt ru- 


It leads me in the next place enlarge a little 


{wearing in men's common converſation ; and 


as the cuſtomary allowance of out ſelves in any 
ſin, naturally tends to draw farther to the com- 
miſſion of other ſins, when we have a ſuitable 


temptation to them. either from Satan, ot our 
ſo that which hath a 
tendency to this moſt de- 


jury, is pro- 


well ac- 


mourneth in cx of the j of 


upon it. He (as St. Chryſoftom obſerves) 
ſwears continually, both willingly and unwilling- 
ly, both ignorancly and knowingly, being often 
tranſported by anger and many other things, will 


frequently forſwear z it is (ſays he) confelſed and 
- manifeſt rant: in.i6 yeorfſary for ins that. [we@rs 


much to be perjurious. 
2 ( faith he un) i it is impoſſible for a 
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mouth addicted to ſwearing, not frequently to 
forſwear ; he that ſweareth at random as blind 
moveth, or wanton fancy prompteth, or 
the tempter ſuggeſteth, will often hit upon aſſert- 
ing that which is falſe, or promiſing that which 
5 impo 


flible : That want of conſcience and con- 
ſideration which ſuffers him to violate God's law 
In ſwearing, will betray him ſometimes to the 
venting of lies, which, backed with Oaths, be- 
come Perjuries; if ſometimes, what he ſwears 
may accidentally prove true and performable, it 
frees him not from guilt; and it is but acci- 
Aentally, that he is not involved by it in the ſin 
of Perjary 
commonly induce the perſon to bind himſelf by 
Oaths to unlawful practices, and conſequently 
entangle him in a deſperate neceſſity, either of 
breaking his Oath, or venturing | 
{woreto; ſo that ſwearing, (as the ſame Chryſo- 
fom obſerves) hath this miſery attending it, that 
both tranſgreſſed and obſerv'd, it plagueth thoſe 


beſufficiently ſenſible of it; and yet how com- 
monly and with little appr 
fin is practiſed, is greatly to be lamented. Nothing 


can be more piercing to the ears and heart of a 


Chriſtian, than to hear the multitude of Oaths 


and prophane ſpeeches which proceed out of the 
mouths of many people, without any ſenſe of 
the evil they do, or fear of any thing they are 


likely to ſuffer for ſo doing; to hear the great and 
terrible name of God polluted by men, which 
| — 4 


Such inconſiderate ſwearing will 


upon the fin ge 


who are guilty of it: The guilt and fin of ſo 
many kinds that is drawn upon our ſelves there- 
by, is of ſo deſttuctive a nature, that we cannot 


ehenſion of danger, the 


— 
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is adored by Angels; and to conſider how often - 
that ſacred name is prophaned in common dic 
courſe, which we are not worthy once to menti- 
on in our moſt ſolemn approaches to him, is very 
horrible to all that have not loſt the ſenſe of a 


ſupreme Being; when every thought and menti - 


on of it ſhould be accompanied with reverence. 
It was ſaid of that worthy and honourable Mr. 


Boyle, ſon to the Earl of Corł, that he uſed before 
he named the name of God, to uncover his 
head, and to pauſe for ſome time, that he might 


do it with the greater reverence and adoration. It 


is a duty ſtrictly enjoyned, Deut. xxviii. 5 8. Thow - 
ſhalt fear the glorious and dreadful name of tht 


Lord thy God; how great a fin is it then to vilify 
and make light of it? How high aprovocation 


muſt it needs be to the Almighty, for poor mor- 
tals to toſs his moſt dreadful name in their mouths 
thus upon every flight occaſion, and to make it 
the ordinary way of filling up their ſpeech and 
language with fo groſs and daring a anation 
of it; which ſome of the more civiliz d heathens 
would not do to their Idols? but oh the impiety 


of our times! Ho ely and irreverently 


do ſome (who call themſelyes Chriſtians) uſe the 


name of the great God, whom the Angels in 
heaven continually delight to praiſe and adore, as 


| infinitely holy; 1/a. vi. 3. The whole earth le-. 
m full of his glory; and daringly provoke the 


wrath-of an infinitely powerful Being, and that 
merely for the ſake of a few-needleſs and imper- 
tinent words, by which he is juſtly provoked to 


cut them off in a moment, and to caſt them into 
remedileſs torment? We dare not thus provoke- 


1 our 
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they ſhall eſcape his judgment; no, they are every 
minute in danger from him, for God is a righte- 
ous judge, and will do as he hath ſaid. 


folly doth it appear os 
| knees to God one hour, and to blaſpheme him 
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our fellow creatures that have the power of pu- 
niſhing us in their hands, and is the Almighty God 
the only contemptible Being in our account, 
that may be provoked without fear, and offend- 
ed without puniſhment? That awful threatning 
annexcd to = third Commandment, which 1 
mention'd before, belongs to common ſwearing 
as well asPerjury,both theſe ſins being forbidden 


in the general words of that Commandment : 


Thoſe that give themſelves to it, therefore, (pro- 
phane and common ſwearers) muſt not im a- 
gin that God will hold them guiltleſs, or that 


Farther, the baſeneſs and ingratitude expreſſed 
in it is as great as the danger; how ridiculous a 
to be, to fall down on our 


inthe next, and thereby to defy again the God 


that made us, and in whoſe hands our breath is,, 
and by whom we ſhall be made infinitely happy, 
ot unſpeaka 


bly miſerable to all eternity? Let 
but this fin be conſidered bywus as rational crea- 


tures, and it will appear what it is, to ſuch an 
| extremity as cannot be matched out of hell, 

| Where all are deſperate and without 
cy, Who may be ſuppoſed to rave and blaſpheme 
in their torment, becauſe they know that their 

chains of darkneſs are everlaſting, and can ne- 
ver be knocked off; but for living men that ſw im 

in the rivers of God's goodneſs, and are enjoy- 
ing freſh inſtances of it every moment, for them 
do ſet their mouths againſt the heayens, and to 


hope of mer- 


blaſpheme 
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blaſpheme a gracious, patient, and ſo bountiful 
a God, is a height of ſin which exceeds the 
blackneſs of hell it (elf. 

It may be farther conſidered, how unaccount- 
able and moſt unreaſonable this ſin, of all others, 
appears to be, being ſo greatly aggravated, and 
the guilt of it enhanced, in that there is fo 
little temptation to it; other ſins have an exter- 
nal bait and motive, either pleaſure, profit, or 
credit, which are often the incentive to them: Bur 
in ſwearing and curſing there arc none of theſe, 
or what can be ſo pleaſing to any of our ſenſes; 
it gratifies none of theſe, it yields no profit, pro- 
| cures no honour, but to every good and honeſt 
ear, it makes a horrid and jarring noiſe, and ra- 
ther produces diſpleaſure, diſhonour and diſgrace. 
It's moſt unreaſonable, and incited merely by 
pride and an audacious ſpirit, and a preſumptuous 
fearleſſneſs and contempt of God. Now the leſs 
temptation there is to any ſin, the greater is the 
contempt of God in the committing of it, and 
the perſon is thereby conformed the more to the 


Devil himſelf in ſuch a way of ſinning; and 


what a height of wickedneſs muſt it needs be, for 
men to ſin merely becauſe they will fin, and to 


| tranſgreſs the more audaciouſly becauſe God for- 


bids it? 'Tis a dreadful doom paſſed by the mouth 
of the holy Prophet on ſuch perſons, Pal. xxv.3. 
Let them be confounded that tranſgreſt without 
cauſe, and it may even puzzle the prophane per- 
| fon himſelf, to tell us for what it is that he ſells 

_—_ 8 ; . 
Indeed he does not fell at all in this caſe, he 


prodigally gives away his ſoul (without repen- 


tance) to his greateſt enemy the Devil, and ere 
| 2 wit 
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with a bleſſed eternity of happineſs, for a thing 
of nought. What I find ſo ſuitable to this, in 
the divine poct Mr. Hervert, I ſhall retice upon 
this occaſion. 


Take not his Name, who made thy mouth, in 


Vain 3 
It gets thee nothing, and bath 0 excuſe; 
Luft and wine plead a pleaſure, avarice gain : 
But the cheap ſivearer thro his open ſluice, 
Lets his ſoul run for nought, as little fearing : 
Were I an Epicure, I could bate ſwearing. 


The cheapeſt ſins moſt clearly puniſb d are, 
Becauſe to ſtun them alſo is ſo cheap, &c. 
mee Church porch. 


- 


And how infinite is the Divine patience, to bear 


ſo long with thoſe helliſh Oaths and direful Im- 


precations, that the tongues of wretched mortals 


daily belch out againſt him ! nay, as if men were 
both to go to hell and periſh in the uſual way, 
ſuch daring perſons have been found among us, 
as have invented new forms of ſwearing, ſuch 
dreadful forms as may make the heart of any ſeri- 
ous Chriſtian to tremble at the very mention of 


them: How amazing is it to obſerve, and how 


greatly to be lamented, that mortal creatures, 


_ whoſe breath is in their noſtrils, and who are bor- 


dering upon an awful eternity every moment, 
ſhould thus ſell themſelves to do wickedly, ſo 
daringly ſet their mouths againſf heaven, and im- 
pudently affront (as much as in them lies) the 


Majeſty of the moſt high God! as if they were 


reſolved to try his patience, and to ſee how long 
he can forbear them; and as if they were afraid 


to 


—— ＋— — 
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to miſs of hell, except they fin at a higher and 


more provoking rate than ordinary; and therefore 


were reſolved, by thoſe higher and more unac- 
countable provocations, to force their entrance in- 
to ĩt, and to take it by violence; as if they feared 
they ſhould not have torment enough (where 
they muſt endure it to the uttermoſt) except they 
do more than ordinary in Satan's ſervice, by being 


more wicked than they had any temptation to be, 


that ſo they may have a double portion in that 
place of everlaſting miſery and torment. 


Some circumſtances of this ſin arc ſingular, 


_ which others are not capable of, and by which 


it is yet farther aggravated, that the returns of it 
are often frequent; tho it is of ſo horrid a nature, 
and of ſuch infinite guilt, yet it may be repeated 
many times in a few minutes, nay ſometimes in 
the ſame breath ; in many other grols fins it can- 
not beſo; if a man is overcome with drink, 


there muſt be a conſiderable ſpace of time ere 


he can be ſo again; the prophanation of the ſa- 


cred day of our Lord cannot be done daily, but 


the prophane ſwearer is ready for another Oath, 
ſometimes before the ſound of the firſt is out of 


our ears; they are ſometimes doubled and tre- 


bled in the ſame ſentence, ſo as to confound the 
ſenſe of what is ſpoken, by an intermixture of 


this horrid fin of blaſphemy ; and what a heap 


- of theſe heinous fins lye at every common ſwear- 


er's door? it would be apt to ſink him almoſt to 


deſpair, if he ſhould ſee the whole ſum of them; 
and what a ſeared ſenſleſs conſcience muſt that 


perſon have, that under fo great a load of guilt, 


can ſtill be eaſy, and feels not the mountainous 


weight of them? Indeed this outragious treat- 
E 2 ment 
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ment of God's holy Name, ſeems to be one of the 
utmoſt efforts of the malice of man againſt him, 
in their apoſtate ſtate. His Being is above their 
reach, and his happineſs is unchangeable, and 
cannot be moleſted; but his Name may be 
phaned, or glorified by us; and oh with what 
ſpite and rancour is it by daring and profligate 
wretches ſometimes treated? And how awful 
and juſt is that terrible threatning that is denoun- 
ced againſt ſuch, in Deut. xxviii. 56. IF you ſhall 


not fear this glorious and fearful Name (The 
Lord thy God) he will make thy plagues won- 
derful ! Hereby it is that infidels are hardened a- 
gainſt the Chriſtian Religion; for how can it be 
expected that they ſhould h honour our God, when 
we our ſelves deſpiſe him? Or that any ſhould cm- 
| brace our religion, when we our ſelves trample it 
under our fect? Tis by reaſon of ſuch ſcandalous 

impieties as theſe that our holy religion (the beſt 

and pureſt in it ſelf) is become contemptible a- 

mongſt the Heathen , and that the bleſſed name 
of the Lord ſcſus Chriſt, and his doctrine, are de- 


ſpiſed, but woe unto them by <vhom theſe offen- 


ces come; ſuch as never heard the name of Chriſt 
are likely to fare better in the laſt judgment, than 
' thoſe that know it, and blaſpheine it. It was 

the firſt maxim of a heathen philoſopher, that 
the higheſt veneration be always paid to God ; 
ſo much is dictated by the very light of nature; 
and it was a heathen Emperor, we find, accord- 
ingly making a decree, That whoſoever ſpake 
any thing amiſs agamſt the Almighty God "ould | 
be cut in pieces, and bis houſe made a dunghil, 
Dan. iii. 29. The Lord himſelf teſtifies, that his 


name is great * the heathen, even by — 
natur 
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natural light, and to think or act otherwiſe, is to 
contound the very order of nature it ſelf; how 
much more unbecoming then is it for thoſe that 
bear the chriſtian name, by ſuch vile and impious 
practices to contradict and blaſpheme it? If we 
look into the Divine Oracles, the holy Scriptures, 


we ſeldom find any mention of his Name with- 


out ſome other word added to ſtrike our minds 
with reverence, as [the holy Name] (the bleſſed 
Name) (the glorious Name) (the great and terri- 
ble Name, 425 whom the Angels, thoſe glori- 
ous Spirits, bleſs continually, and whom the Saints 
above are ever praiſing, loving, admiring and 
” adoring ; the inanimate creatures obſerve the laws 
of their creation, and are ſaid to hcarken to the 
voice of his word ; and ſhall men alone be found 
diſhonouring him, and ſerving the intereſt of 
Satan his avowed enemy? and acting here the 
part, and doing the work of thoſe miſerable 
ſpirits who are in chains of darkneſs and deſpe- 
rate horror, who before contemned and deſpiſed = 
the offers of his grace and mercy, and are now 
- continually blaſpheming of him. Shall men that 
have reaſon, and are yet under thoſe gracious 
calls and invitations which the Goſpel is now 
making to us, that are yet under the miniſtry of 
it, adventure thus to herd themſelves among(t 
ſuch accurſed and deſperate blaſphemers of it? 
and be partners with them in their ſin, from 
V whence we can expect nothing, but to be for ever 
ſharers with them in their puniſhment? Thewick- 
edneſs of ſuch perſons is ſo tranſcendent and un- 
accountable, even to men, as men, that have 
the uſe þut of common underſtanding and rea- 
| fon, that I ſhall ay no more under this lt but 
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leave them to conſider that dreadful and awful 
place in Pſal. cix. 17, 18, 19. As he loved cur- 
ſmg, ſo let it come unto him; As he delighted 
not in bleſſmg, /5 let it be far from him; As he 
cloathed himſelf with curſing lite as with à gar- 
ment, ſo let it come into his bowels like water, 
and like oyl into his bones. 

Now tho' nothing that hath ſo much as a co- 
lour of reaſon, can be alledged for ſuch a fin as 
hath becn here cenſured and condemned, yet I 
cannot wholly omit to hint at, and anſwer thoſe 
vain pretences and excuſes, which cuſtomary 
ſwearers ſometimes make for themſelves. 

I. They are ready to plead, they have been 
long uſed to it, and have got a habit and cuſtom 
of it, which now they cannot caſily leave. 
Anſ. To which it may be anſwered, that 
it isa very irrational plea ; for he that is an habi- 
tual ſinner, is far more abominable in the ſight. 
of God, than he that ſinsonly upon a particular 
temptation or provocation; ſhall we think a 
thick the more excuſable that pleads a habit and 
_ cuſtom of ſtealing from his youth, that now he 
cannot leave it? Will not this aggravate his guilt, 
and haſten his condemnation ? And it's certainly 
a very vain pretence, for thoſe that have been 
long accuſtomed to ſwearing, can and do ordina- 
rily forbear it, when they are in the preſence of 
grave and ſerious perſons whom they reverence 
and reſpect; were it made high treaſon againſt 
the King (as it is againſt the King of heaven) 
prophanely and cuſtomarily to ſwear and curſe, 
it would beleft off, for the will hath a deſpotick 
and commanding power over the tongue, as well 
as the other members of the body, and can re- 

= f ſtrain 
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ſtrain it if it pleaſe, and therefore 'tis vain pre- 
tence to ſay they cannot leave it. 

2. Again ſome will alledge, they had not 
ſi worn if they had not been provoked to it. 

Anſ. But let ſuch perſons conſider, that thoſe 
provocations would be ineffectual, and not pre- 
vail upon them, if their hearts did not, thro' that 
corruption that is in them, firſt cloſe with and 
give into it; how many ſerious and religious per- 
ſons meet with great, and perhaps greater proyo- 
cations, who yet ate not provoked to ſwear or 
_ curſe, or venture upon any thing of ſuch a na- 
ture ; if the heart within was not accuſtomed to 
- fin, and inclined to it, the outward temptation 

would not ſo eaſily prevail. 

3. Some again will plead, they ſhall not be 
believed without it. 
Anſ. To vhich it may be replied, that no aſe 
_ perſon will believe him the more, but rather leſs, 

for ſuch a venturous and daring prophanation : 
he that makesnot conſcience of one fin, (in all 
likelihood) will not of another, when he ſees 
it is for any outward advantage to him to com- 
mit it: How can we think that man vill ſtick to 
lye, who ſcruples not to ſwear? And if ſuch per- 
ſons, who uſually ſwear, believe in God, why 


do they not obey him, who hath ſo clearly for- 


bidden the commiſſion of the fin? and if they 
do not, why ſhould we believe them, when they 
adventure with ſo much boldneſs and preſump-· 
tion to ſwear by him? 
4. Again, ſome will ſay, they intended no 
harm by it. 
Anſ. Let ſuch conſider whether any prince in 


the world will allow a ſubject of his, to uſe his 
tongue 
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tongue as he pleaſes to his diſhonour, and put it 
up, becauſe he ſays he means no harm by it? and 
much leſs will a juſt and holy God bear with ſuch 
audacious and wilful tranſgreſſors, that will thus 
 prophane his Name upon pretence that they in- 
tend no harm, Mat. xii. 34, 35. For out of the 
o_ of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. 


Some may perhaps ſay, they ſwear but 


amal Oaths. 


Anſ. To which we may well reply, that we 


are not to think any fin ſmall, which we wil- 
lingly commit, ſecing the wages of the leaſt fin 


is death; and the willing allowance of it is like. 


Iy to end, (without repentance) in eternal death. 
Having now added to the former treatiſe of 
_ Perjury, "what, I apprehended, might be ſeaſon- 


able and uſeful on this other ſubject of cuſtom- 
ary and prophane ſwearing, which is ſo common, 
and yet ſo great and crying a lin of this nation; 
and having endeavoured that what is uſually 
7 in excuſe of it, might be fully anſwered, , 

I ſhall add briefly what I have collected farther 
from a very valuable and worthy author on this 

ſubject, by way of direction, and as a proper 


means for the avoiding of this ſin. 
1. Take hced of inordinate anger and i impa- 


tience, which uſually hurries people into a re- 


gardleſineſs of their duty to God, and then, no 


wonder it is leſs regarded with reſpect to them- 


ſelves, and to all they are concerned with. 
2. Takehced of pride and a vain and fooliſh 
affectation, to be approved and applauded by vain, 


| looſe, and wicked perſons; there are ſome that 


take a pride in ſwearing, and think it a piece of 


brayery to be guilty of that, which is indeed 


matter 
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matter of tlie greateſt reproach and ſhame ; and 
there is none that are truly rational and religious 
that will not think them fools for ſo doing, 

3. Take heed of a covetous and inordinate 
deſire of luere in your ordinary dealings, and 
managing the affair of your particular callings 
andimployments in the world; ſome; to promote 
their profit and advantage in trading or bargain- 
ing with others, will venture firſt to ſpeak beyond 
the truth; andto credit their aſſertion, are tempt- 
ed farther to back it with ati Oath ; and thus 
one ſin draws on, arid is ofteri follow'd with ano- 
„ther, if they find a difficulty to be believed in 
hat is firſt ſo falſly jw yo and there are feu 
of thoſe who are fo venturous on ſuch an Oath, 
that will make conſcience of a lye. 

4. Take heed of earneſt vergesse pro- 
teſtations, which border upon an Qath: Remem 
ber whiat out Saviour ſays, Let your commune a- 
tion be yea, yea, nay,nay, for whas is more than 
| this, cometh from evil; (the evil one.] A ſincere 


” | * and aptight Chriſtian ſhould abſtain from thoſe 


| the 


| things that are male colorata, which have a great 


| ſhew and appearance of evil in them, as ſuch ab 


ſeverations have, which miniſter occaſion. of ſcan- 
dal and offence to ſerious Chriſtians. 
| $. Avoid the company; (as much 4s poſkibly 
may be) of cuſtomary ſwearers, by which our 
corrupt nature may be ſo eaſily infected: As thoſe 
who live amongſt barbarous people, quickly loſe 
y of their own language, and hate their 
ſpcech corrupted with the barbarifms that are dai. 
ly ſounding in theit ears; ſo they that freely and 
frequently converſe with conſtant fwearers; may 
be gradually drawn (if not very watchfal) to be 
infected with the ſame vice. F 6 Mc 


framed to 
indeed the greateſt perfection, and nobleſt privi- 
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6. Meditate often on the dreadful judgrnenrs 
- which God hath threatned, and have been ſome- 
times, even in this life, executed, upon ſuch 
wilful contemners of him, and the truths of his 
word; he hath ſaid in Zach. v. 3. Every one 
that fweareth ſhall be cut off, &c. and in Deut. 
xxviii. 58, 59. *.— threatens, that thoſe that do 
not fear his 
make their plagues wonderful. Such common and 
cuſtomary fwearing — him that is guilty of 


it with the black ark of a prophane perſon, 


and expoſes him to the wrath and curſe of God. 
7. Let all be earneſt in prayer to God, to plant 


his fear in their hearts, and thereby we ſhall be | 
afraid of offending againſt him, — any | 


other kind ; and as the tongue is in many care- 
leſs perſons an inſtrument of mach fin, let us 
keep a conſtant watch over it, that we may not 


offend therewith, in any way, and particularly | 
in this of ſwearing. A righteous man OY 4 


Oath, Eccles. ix. 2. 

Let us conſider that as we our ſelves with all our 
members and powers, were chiefly deſigned and 
glorify our Creator, (which to do is 


lege of our nature;) ſo our tongue and ſpeaking 
faculty were given to us to declare our admiration 


and confidence in him; to celebrate his praiſes; to 


avow his benefits; to addreſs our ſupplications to 
nim, and to maintain and continue that fo great 
a privilege of every ſerious Chriſtian, of ſpiritu- 


_ al intercourſe and communion with him; to pro- 


pagate * others our knowledge and fear of 
him, 


lorious and dreadful Name, he will 
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and reverence of him; to exhibit our due love 
and gratitude towards him; to profeſs our truſt _ | 


. 


. 
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him, our love and obedience tohim, and in all 
| ſuch ways as he hath appointed, to promote his 
honour and ſervice. This is the moſt proper and 
due uſe of our tongue, for which it was created, 
to which it is dedicated; from whence it becom- 
eth (as it is ſo often ſtiled,) our glory, and the 
beſt member that we have; it's that whereby we 
excel all creatures here below, and whereby we 
are no leſs diſcriminated from them, than by our 
reaſon; that whereby we conſort with the bleſ- 
ſed Angels above, in the diſtin utterance of 
praiſe, and glorifying our Creator ; therefore at 
: | any time applying this to any prophane and impi- 
Das diſcourſe, with this to prophane God's bleſſed 
Name; with this to violate his holy com- 
, *' mands; with this to unhallow his ſacred ordi- 
nance; with this to offer diſhonour and indignity 
co him, is a moſt unnatural abuſe of ſuch amercy, 
and an horrid ingratitude toward him. 
| A ſecondary, and very valuable uſe of our 
» | . ſpeech is to promote the good and benefit of o- 
thers, and eſpecially to edify thoſe we converſe 
with in a courſe of piety, and in our holy pro- 
| feſlion; according to that wholſome precept of 
the Apoſtle, Eph. iv. 29. Let no corrupt commu- 
nication proceed out of your mouth, but that 
4 which is good to the uſe of edifying, that it may 
nmnminiſter grace to the hearers: But ſo juſt and 
©. | , worthy an uſe of our ſpeech, is moſt vilely per- 
| | verted and abuſed by the practice of common and 
prophane ſwearing, which, ſo directly contrary 
to ſo noble a purpoſe, ſerve to corrupt others, as 
well as our ſelves, and to draw them from their 
duty towards thoſe they converſe with, to inſtil 
into them the a of religion, or at leaſt 
; 2 tO 
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to ſeandalize athers in the profeſſion of it, 
Let us often call to mind what our bleſſed Sa- 
viour (who loved us ſo dearly, who died and 
ſuffered ſo much for us, whoredeemed us by his 
blood, who faid to us, If you owe me keep 
my commandments) bath thus poſitively enjoy ned 
us, (in reſpect to all ſuch cuſtomary and prophane 
ſwearing) Mat. v. 34. I ſay unte y eu, ſwear not 
at all; and let us lay to heart the reaſons whereby 
St. James doth enforce that ſolemn prohibition 
(in James v. 12.) and the awful ſting which we 
find added in the cloſe ef that tet; But abave 
all things, my brethren, fwear not, neither by 


heaven, neither by earth, neither by any other” | ® 


Oath ; but let your yea, be yea; aud your nay, 

nay; left you fall into candemmation; or (as the 
words import) yn To neh wien, Jeff you fall 
| Now to claſe all that hath been ſaid in this trea- 


tiſe, it is heartily to be wiſhed that what hath been 


wrote on this ſubject, both of Perjury and that , 


common and prophane ſwearing which are ſo rife' | 


amongſt us, may have its due weight, and be time- 
ly conſidered by all that are concerned in it; and 
for whole peruſal and benefit it is more cſpecial- 
ly deſigned ; which, thro the bleſſing of God 
upon it, it is hoped it may; and which will then 
fully and abundantly more than anſwer all the 


pains that have been taken in this collection: but 


if all that hath been hitherto done in order to it, 
prove ineffectual, the remedy that has been pro- 
vided, and is appointed by the Laws of the Nation 
on that behalf, muſt then take place in order to 
the ſuppreſſing of it; what theſe Laws are, cannot 
be too ſeriouſly conſidered, by thoſe who * 
| _— 


(39) 
truſt with the adminiſtration of them; and 
who are eſpecially concerned to take notice 

of it; and 1 muſt(in the words of that reverend 
Prelate of our Church, the now Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, in that treatiſe on this ſubject, from 
whence I have taken the freedom to collect fo 
conſiderable a part of this,) beg leave earneſtly 
to recommend it to all ſuch again, p. 129. To 
conſider the great truſt that is repoſed in them, 
and what an intereſt every honeſt member of the 
commonwealth hath, to demand their care in this, 
more than in any other ſin, committed to their 
cenſure ; ſo as not to admit of any excuſes (where 


- | perſons appear otherwiſe irreclaimable) nor to 
W 


 ſhew any favour to ſuch * malefattors, who 

if, by this means, they ſball be brought to a true 
ſenſe of their ſin, and to repentance for it ; they 
will then think themſelves gainers by their pro- 
ſecution; and if they ſball not (they are his Grace's 
words upon this occaſion,) I am ſure, they can 
not, by our Laws, be too ſeverely dealt with for 


| z.—— And in another place in the ſame trea- 


tiſe, his Grace has thus expreſs d his great ſolici- 
tude and concern on this account, (vig. p. 138. 

ot her means prove ine ſfoctual to draw men off 
from their cuſtomary and prophane ſwearing upon 
the principles of reaſon and religion; there is 
yet another method, which the care and piety of 
our Laws hath ſet before us, and which it is to 


* | * buped fball now at length be made uſe of in or. 


der to this end; and that is, by a ſtrift exattion 
of that penalty which they have ordered to be in- 
flicted upon ſuch offenders, for the reſtraining 
F their prophaneſs ; and which how ſmall ſo- 
ever it may ſeem to be, and in truth is, in com- 


pariſon | 


(490) 
ariſon of the ſin, of taking God's name invain; 
4 „ duly required, 1 £o very far to- 
wards the pre vention of 
It is true (his Grace 8 to ſay,) There 
Was ſomewhat of this kind long before, attempt - 
ed, and which, one would have hoped, ſbould 
have kept this ſm from becoming ſo common, or 
rather ſo univerſal, as it is among us. But alas 
what can the beſt Laws do, if they are never put 
in execution? And how little that Law hath, 
of late years, been either publiſhed, or executed, . 


A8 it ought to have been, is a reflettion that may 
deſerve the conſideration of many among us. 


His Majeſty has been pleaſed (beſides the ſtand- © 


ing intimation of his —— in his proclamation, 
appointed ſtatedly and publickly to be read) once 
and again to preſs the due obſervation of it, for the 
diſcountenancing of this ſin, and of all other 
vice and prophanation; and having ſo great en- 
couragement to ſuch a work, if we would but 
heartily ſet our ſelves to it, I cannot but think 
| (his Lordſhip ſays,) under thoſe circumſtances, 
(and we have as great encouragement now) we 
ſhould ſoon put an end to a great part of that pro- 
phane ſwearing that has of late ſo ſcandalouſly 
prevailed among us. 
And to engage us ſo todo, give me leave to ſay | 
(his Lordſhip adds but this one thing) That for 
any of us to bs our duty in this particular, 
15, in effett, to conſent to every ſuch act, as we. 
refuſe to bring to hight. | 
It is to abet the taking of God's Name in vain: 
And then let us fear leſt we ſhare in the puniſh- 
ment, as we do partake in the guilt of it. 
And to conclude theſe reflections; as it is cer- 


tain 


mentioned) than to endeayour, as far as may be, 


( 4: ) 


tain that nothing has more contributed to the 


practice both of falſe ſwearing, and of common 


ſwearing among us, than the want of that due 
reverence men ought to have of an Oath; fo I 
know no likelier means to refrain them from the 


practice of both, (beſides what hath been already 


to reſtore the uſe of an Oath to its juſt veneration, 


and to bring men, (if it be poſſible) to a more 
ſacred eſteem of it: And in order thereto, as it 
is certainly the duty of private perſons never to 


ſwear at all, but when ſo ſolemn an Oath as hath 
been before mentioned, is duly enjoyned, and 


chat ſome more than ordinary occaſion ſhall re- 


quirethe doing of it; ſoit were much to be wiſh- 
ed that the neceſſities of Government would per- 
mit, that an Oath ſhould never be impoſed up- 
on, nor required of any, but upon ſome greater 
exigence; to be ſure more ſeldom, and leſs com- 


monly than now it is. And that when it is re- 
quired, ſuch care ſhould be taken in adminiſter- 


ing of it, as to raiſe in mens minds a ſerious 


conſideration, and awful ſenſe of what they are 


about; at leaſt that it ſhould be ſo done, as not to 
prompt them to the laſt degree of _— and 


diſeſteem of it, through an over haſty and Irreve- 
rent diſpenſing of this great obligation. 


| Theſe are ſome of the moſt likely and proba- 


ble means, by which not only Perjury, but the 
fin of common and prophane ſwearing alſo, may 


be corrected and ſuppreſſed, thro the Divine 


bleſſing upon thoſe endeavours, that we may, 
and * to uſe in order to it. 


And for engagements to move every one of us 


in our ſeveral places, as well Magiſtrates as others, 
to 


1 
— — any cf 
for our own ſoals; if any rral/and ny 
' fat the ; —— — 
what in us lies to ce om both gue ſelves, nd 
mn, as to this matter. It is what God in e 
word hath: expteſly required and enjoyned m Z 
evit. xix. iq. and to diſregard and negleſt out 
duty herein, is accounted 3 ahbatred ed 
hole: offenders n our hearts. 0302” F320 £1 7 4 I : 
Thi the Majeſty of God, by ſud means aq. 
theſe; is ſo greatly abuſed; and his wrath and ven- 
geance ſa very eminentiy and highly — f [- 
the herefary relation that efery; Oath hasto him 
Nes fufficiently ſpeak : and that therefore by  - 
Fach praices mes ſouls, (ſo bighly Wenn: I 
3s Zaum 34: both the denunciation of God 
2ganft fuch offenders, and tha nature and quali- 
of — nn * 
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